Dental amalgam: success or failure?
A review of recent literature suggests that reasons for amalgam failure can generally be identified and avoided. These include: retentive failure, marginal breakdown, fracture of the tooth or restoration, reasons for sensitivity, poor surface characteristics, and contributions to periodontal disease. Materials themselves are least often the source of problems; rather, most of the failures can be attributed to lack of attention to detail in cavity preparation and handling of the materials.